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1919

In April 1919, the Influenza came to Sydney hundreds died and thousands became sick. The 

Troop was called upon to help. Depots were started in every suburb by the Board of Health. 

Leichhardt working from the depot at the Town Hall. Tasks carried out were delivering food 

and bedding, driving and running messages. 

Leichhardt Council issued a letter under the Municiple Seal to the Troop for this service.





1st Leichhardt Boy Scouts 

Influenza Report Record

Notice

Members of the Leichhardt Scouts working at the local Influenza depot will enter their work in 

this record book and will sign their name at foot.

Details required are –

Work done, messengers carry, Patrol Work, time of starting and of finishing, name of persons 

who messages were sent and who from, any remarks re work, and if any expenses were 

incurred, and who paid them.

Also, if uniform was worn, and if working for only one shift what scout or scouts relieved you 

only one page should be used for report unless there is something of importance to report.

Commence Report of Scout ---- work at Influenza Depot, give date time and End with signature.  

BY ORDER.



SOS

If you want any attention from the Doctor, Nurse, or Helper, put this card on the window bar, 

showing the S.O.S. It you want food only put the back of the card to the window.

A Depot has been established in this District for the purpose of rendering any assistance 

required. If you need assistance, do not ring up if you can send a messenger. Communicate 

only with the officer in charge of the District. The streets will be patrolled each morning and 

afternoon to find out the homes in which assistance or medical attention is needed.

DEPOT AT 





Boy Scout Association

1st Leichhardt Troop Boy Scouts.

Standing Orders.

Jan 1st 1919

Qualifications for Membership.

To 1st Leichhardt Troop – ages 11 to 18 years height not less than 4ft 6in.

To 1st Leichhardt Pack Wolf Cubs age 9 to 11 height not less than 4ft 2in.

Only respectable boys are allowed to join. It is understood that no boy who smokes or swears 

will be allowed to become a scout.

Uniform and Equipment.

Uniform worn by Scouts and Cubs must be in accordance with the N.SW. regulations, i.e. 

Compulsory Pants must not be worn. Scouts are forbidden to wear their uniform excepting 

at Parades, without special permission. Scouts are asked not to wear parts of their uniform 

to school or in public, as it will soon wear out and thus spoil the appearance of the Troop on 

Parade.

Fees etc.

Recruits on joining must pay 3d. being the price of membership card and first weeks 

subscription. A fee of 1d. weekly is charged to all members and including the rank of Troop 

Leader, and 3d, to those above. Membership cards must be shown on night parades at Club 

Room.

Parades.

Parades are held once a week at the Club Room 7:30 P.M. Saturday and



other parades as notified week by week. Members must attend in uniform points being given 

for neatness at all parades.

At the end of each quarter? Members who have unsatisfactory attendance will be crossed off 

the rolls of the Troop, unless they can give a reasonable excuse. 

Leave of absence.

Leave of absence will only be granted for sickness, compulsory Drill, leaving the District for a 

period of one month or more leave of absence must be applied in writing before or immediately 

after leave is required.

Saluting.

The rules of the B.S.A. re. saluting must be obeyed. A Scout when on parade will salute P.Ls. 

and all ranks above them when desiring to hold conversation with them. The Officers and 

P.L. must return salute. A.P.L. desiring to speak to another of equal rank or above must salute. 

Punishment for not saluting is left to the discretion of the Officers.

Care of Club Room.

The T.Ls. are responsible for care and lighting and cleanliness of Club Room.

Each month a duty roster will be read out at the Court of Honour, when the names of the 

officers on duty for the month will be announced for the following Duties.

Canteen, Games and Sports, Library – Stock and Equipment. Duties are as follows.

Canteen – At the beginning of each month an officer will be appointed to control the canteen for 

the month. He must open the canteen on Tuesday and Friday night. To Stock Take and to pay all 

money received in to the 



Games and Sports Officer – 

Friday evening will be devoted to Games, Sports and special classes of instruction.

Two officers will be on duty each Friday Evening. One to Superintend the Games and 

amusements, and one to assist. Duty Officers must report by 7:30 P.M. and will remain on 

duty until 10P.M. They must organise all games etc. during the evening, and will else see to the 

assuring of games and that they are returned safely and put away tidely.

Officers On Duty 

are not to be found talking and wasting time but must attend to their duties. They will also be 

held responsible for any damage or less of troop property and must control the games without 

them becoming riotous.  Officers on duty will have full charge of the club Room for that night, 

and anyone interfering should be reported to S.M. or D.S.M. who will take action.

E. Library – 

The Librarians duties will be to accept all suitable books and to thank donors for them to 

number and issue books to Library members and see that they are returned in good condition 

and to open Library on Friday Evenings and keep Library Books.

(F) Stock and Equipment.

THE Duty of the stock and Equipment Officer is to attend Tuesday and Friday Evenings, to look 

after stock and keep sale book, To seal name to Troop. To make lists of stock required. To keep 

Canteen books, and be responsible for the management of the Canteen.

 



H. Presdie version of the rescue of a lad named Graves from drowning in the Leichhardt Canal 

on Feb -- 1919 at about 5.15pm by A Fergie.

All the lads were playing cricket and at the end of the game 2 boys expressed their intention 

of having a swim. Graves being one. After swimming about for a while one of the boys came 

out leaving Graves in the water, who seemed to take a fit and sank. Then Scout Fergie went in 

his clothes and bought Graves out. Then a man on a bicycle came and brought around after 

about 1/2 hour work. On the other side a man was also giving instructions what to do. Then his 

mother came down when sent for and took him home.



Report of the West Sydney District Boy Scouts

For -arter ending Sep 30, 1919

To the Secretary of the Central Executive Committee Boy Scout Association

N.S.W. Section

Gentlemen,

In accordance with the new regulations passed by the Central Executive Committee ------------ 

-------------- I accompanied by our District Secretary. 

C.H. Charles visited and inspected the various Troops and Patrols of the West Sydney District 

-------- the Quarter -------- --------- -------- have much pleasure in informing you --- Committee 

that she have found all Troops and Patrols in a satisfactory state of progress and efficiency. Our 

District Secretary Mr Charles inspected all ------------ of each Troop and his report on them will 

be made separately. The following is a brief report of our visit to each Troop and Patrol.

1St Petersham Troop.

This Troop was visited on Friday Aug – 16 scouts and – Officers being present. Work being done 

by the (Patrol Leader in Charge) was Ambulance and Signal. The Scouts proved themselves 

very smart at Ambulance. But not so good at Signalling the style being Bad. The uniform of the 

scouts was fair. It was noticeable



all scouts carried staves upon which Mr Taylor is to be congratulated. The scouts of this troop 

also drilled smartly, while the Attendance and Conduct was good. The Club Room had the 

appearance of always being kept clean and tidy.

1st Annandale Troop.

Owing to S.M. Doyles being away at a Military Camp our visit to this troop had to be a surprise 

one. We found 18 scouts and 2 Officers present. The work being done was Ambulance which 

was fair. The troop has few signallers and they are not experts. It was noticeable that most of 

the boys Present were Recruits. The discipline amongst the scouts was good. Although some 

of the Patrol Leaders did not have the control of their Patrols as they should. Some of the 

scouts did not have their uniform on. But those who did looked very smart, all having complete 

regulation uniform and looking as scouts should. Some good Modle (Model) Bridges were 

shown. Although the Attendance could have been better allowance should be made for the 

scoutmasters and Troop Leaders absence for some three weeks before our visit Mr Carr just 

having taken over the Troop.



West Leichhardt Troop

On Tuesday 1st September we visited this troop 14 members being Present out of 17 on the 

Roll. Two members were away sick leaving one unaccounted for. Work being done was Knotting 

ect (etc) for Pioneers Badge. While all scouts were dressed smart and Discipline was also good. 

A very fair knowledge of Scoutcraft was also shown.

Mounted Patrol

The opportunity was taken at Mr Bakers Patriotic Carnival to inspect this Patrol 8 members 

being present. All could ride well, and had good horses. The only fault being in the variety of 

uniforms. But Mr Andrews the Scoutmaster of this Patrol informs us that it is hoped to shortly 

overcome this difficulty.

Leichhardt Presbyterian Troop

This Troop has only been recently formed at the Presbyterian Church Leichhardt and had 8 

members present on our visit. All the scouts knew their tenderfoot test and could say the Scout 

Law. The Trooped looked very smart indeed in full regulation uniform and Discipline could not 

be better. Mr Andrews deserves all possible praise for his work in this troop and it was indeed a 

pleasure to visit such a smart and well behaved Troop of Scouts. The Club Room is possibly one 

of the Best in Sydney. 



1st Leichhardt Troop

This Troop was inspected on the night of Mr Baker’s Patriotic Carnival which did not improve 

their attendance 24 members being present out of 35 on the Roll. All members were in full 

uniform and looked smart. Some of the boys had come straight from the Carnival without 

having tea which at least shows that they take some interest in the Movement. A good all round 

Knowledge of Scout work was shown by the older members present. The new members not 

being so good. The weakest point was the lack of interest in the Scout Law. But it is hoped that 

by next inspection this fault will be rectified, for it is the intentions of the Scoutmasters to pay 

particular attention to this very important Branch of Scoutcraft during the coming few months. 

Otherwise a good knowledge of Scoutcraft was shown by members of this Troop.

1st Balmain Troop

This Troop was inspected at Buffalo Creek Ryde on Saturday Sept. 19. 9 scouts being present. 

The scouts did not look very smart but some allowance should be made for a poorer Class of 

Boy which belong to this troop. The troop were busy erecting a tent upon our arriveal (arrival) 

which they did very smartly. Some of the Boys then started Cooking while others collected 

wood.



While they were collecting the wood they cought a Black Snake about 6 Feet long which they 

killed and skinned. The Boys seemed at home in the Bush and needed no directions as what 

to do. And Although they know nothing of Ambulance, Signalling or any special Branch of 

Scoutcraft, and do not look at all smart still their Scoutmaster has a hard task, but deserves 

praise for the way in which he manages a difficult class of Boys by keeping their interest in the 

way he does. It would not be practical to attempt to instruct the boys in any dry subject and by 

working in the way he does he retains their interest all the time.

Leichhardt Wolf Cubs

On Sep 23 we visited the Wolf Cubs 14 Cubs were present and one officer. They all looked very 

smart and tidy in their uniform while the Discipline could not be better they gave a display of 

Semaphore signalling which many troops would find it hard to beat. The idea of the Wolf Cubs 

is a excellent one and we wish to recommend it to the notice of your Committee. We hope at an 

early date to have the pleasure of showing some of the Members of Headquarters the Troop of 

Wolf Cubs, and in that way they will be able to fudge for themselves as the value of Leit. Gen, 

R.S.S. Baden Powell latest idea for Boys.



1st Stanmore Troop

This troop has just been recently formed and at present consists of two Patrols. The First Patrol 

under P.L. Lee is making good progress and his patrol is a credit to him every boy in it having 

passed the Tenderfoot Test and some are half way through the 2nd class test, while all know the 

Semaphore alphabet. When we remember that this patrol has only been going some six weeks 

it will be seen what an amount of work the members have been doing. The Second Patrol under 

P.Z. Fifield is in the process of forming.

Byclist Patrol

Although the members of this Patrol are not a separate Body all members belonging to some 

other Troop in the District still the good work they are doing deserves mention, for the Past 

seven weeks one or two members of this Patrol have been on duty at the Barracks every day 

and they have earned the Praise of Col. Antill and Staff who they have been assisting. It is our 

intention to form a Byclist Troop of scouts similar to the Mounted Patrol. Troop Leader Aston 

has been appointed to command.



West Sydney Council

At Present the West Sydney District is controlled by a District Council consisting of a President 

(Mr Lincoln Gibson J.P.) Mr Atkins and Mr Bleminson and all Scoutmasters of troops. It sits 

once a month and has been in existence for the last 3½  years. In my opinion the Present very 

satisfactory state of the District is all owing to the work of this Council. It is our intention 

if it is Possible to get more independent gentlemen from the various suburbs which go to 

form this district to act on this Council. But we find it very hard work indeed to get suitable 

Gentlemen interested. We know that at Present our District Council is not in accordance with 

Headquarters Regulation (see rule 18) owing to us having more than one third of its members 

Scoutmasters. But we hope to rectify this at an early date, As we have eight officers it will be 

seen that it requires a large District Council to be in accordance with Headquarters Regulation. 

And even if we can get such a large number of gentlemen interested many would we are afraid 

[be] only Honorary at Present all our members are workers. I have been asked on Behalf of 

the Present West Sydney Scout Council to ask your Committee if a less number of independent 

local Gentlemen would be enough if so how many. At present we know that we can get enough 

gentlemen to come on our Council to comply with Headquarters Regulations. But they would 

be only be Honorary and we feel that in the interest of our District that we should have every 

member on our Council a worker. 



During the last Quarter we have started a Parents Committee in connection with the Leichhardt 

Troops of Boy Scouts and it has already held three meetings and looks as if it will do some good 

work. The Annual Census of the District taken in September resulted as follows. 9 Troops and 

Patrols 142 Scouts and 9 Officers being an increase of 5 Troops 36 Scouts and 1 Officers over the 

last years Census. 

The Annual Camp was held at Como from Oct 3 to 5 and was attended by 104 Officers and Scouts 

everything passing off successfully. I would like to point out to your Committee that to visit 

and inspect all the Troops of this District and forward a report each Quarter in my opinion is 

unnecessary. And Both I and Mr Charles think that once every half year would be sufficient. We 

find that we cannot attend to our other Duties and also devote one night a week to inspections. 

As it is we devote every night in the week to scout work and find something has to go if we are 

continually out of our own Troops. Hoping that this Report will meet with your Approval. 

I am yours faithfully

J.X. Coutts D.S.M.

West Sydney


